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IN

THIS ISSUE

This issue may be divided into three sections.
The first article stands by itself. Prof. Rudolf Andorka, a Hungarian sociologist and
Lutheran layman presented at Bossey, Switzerland, at a meeting of the Lutheran World
Federation Study Committee on civil religion throughout the world a sociological study on
the impact on religion in Hungary by changes in social structure, of living conditions and
ways of life. The article contains many, otherwise difficult to obtain data.
The second section contains two articles commemorating the centenary of Joseph
Hromadka's birth.

Several celebrations of that centennial took place in 1 989. One of them

took place at Princeton Theological Seminary on October 27-28, 1 989, at the annual meeting
of Christians Associated for Relations in Eastern Europe. Professor Hromadka taught at
Princeton Theological Seminary from 1 939 to 1 948. His widow, Nadeie was able to attend
this symposium. It was appropriate that Dr. Charles West, a professor of social ethics at
Princeton Theological Seminary and the current president of CAREE deliver one of the
addresses.

Bishop Karoly T6th of the Hungarian Reformed Church and a successor of

Hromadka as a president of the Christian Peace Conference delivered another address.
Professor Helmut Fritzsche of Wilhelm-Pieck University in Rostock, G.D.R. shared his
impressions of the impact of Professor Hromadka's theology on the G.D.R. theologians.
Other students and friends of Hromadka, including Dr. Jan Ligus of the Jan Russ Theological
Faculty in Prague, shared their memories.
It was interesting that the commemoration of the always inspiring and controversial
theologian came when many of the foundations that he set for the life of the church in
socialism seem to be crumbling. It is too early to say how Hromadka will be viewed in
retrospect. Certainly there were those who from the outset judged him negatively just as
there were those who idolized every word of his. Drs. West and T6th, both of whom knew
Hromadka personally provide sympathetic yet critical analyses and evaluations.
The third segment of the issue contains three editorials. At the beginning of 1990, I
mailed an in'vitation to all editors of OPREE to assess the contemporary revolutionary
changes in Eastern Europe. The board of editors of this publication has some of the most
knowledgeable scholars whose expertise would help others to better understand the
significance of the present changes. A number of the editors promised such responses. In
this issue we publish three of them, namely those of James Will, Max Stackhouse, and Gerald

Shenk.

They epitomize the vigorous intellectual probing that we would hope characterizes

OPREE. They do not agree, happily, about the scope of the changes in Eastern Europe, but
all three suggest that the changes in the East will necessitate changes in thinking of those
living both in the East and the West, now happily being drawn closer, so that conceptually
we now share a common space rather than be divided into two spheres.

New Editorial Advisors

We are glad to welcome to the Editorial Advisory Board three new members.
The first is Dr. Robert 0. Freedman, professor of political science and dean of the
Graduate School of the Baltimore hebrew University. Dean Freedman edited recently the
book, Soviet Jewry in the 1 980s: The Politics of Anti-Semitism and Emigration and the
Dynamics of Resettlement. (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1989).
The second is Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, a priest of the Russian Orthodox Church of
America and recently elected President of the National Council of Chur¥hes of Christ in the
U.S.A. Rev. Kishkovsky is a frequent traveller to the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.
The third is Rabbi Arthur Schneier of a Orthodox synagogue in New York. He is the
founder of the Appeal of Conscience Foundations, an ecumenical group of clergy and lay
people interested in religious liberty in Eastern Europ_e.

Rabbi Schneier has extensive

contacts with various religious groups and leaders as well as with government officials.
Paul Mojzes, editor
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